A PSodeſt Offer of ſome Peet Coufiderations , teirdred to the 
ENGLISH about Their Coyne and Trade, and particu- 
larly to Eaft India. 


5" HE Ordinary Means of Encreaſing our Wealth being Foreign Trade, Managed t@ that ihe 
Pallance be for Us,nor againit Us ; And the Sear of our now War being diftant from us, (wich 
is our Happinels) where we mult pay our Armies and bleet,we ought to provide that Forreionrrs 
(be they Friends or Foes) do nor get our I rade nor our Wealth from us. i 

It doth behove us therefore to lecure our Foreign Trade in the fic(t place, by tafe guarding ard u ifely 
ConduCting our Merchants Ships ac Sea : Which may be done if our Naval Affairs and vtrengrh (ou chief 
and commanding Point) be put into the Hands of Men of I:egrity, Skill and Courage, of Sobriety and 
Diligence, and of defirero ſhorten the War. Such Men as theſe we may hope will effect the like Qualities in 
them they do Command ; and then from the Natureof the Thing, and by Divine Ordination too, we may 
expect all good Succeſs. Our Armies and Fleet may then be paid abroad, becaule the Goods we Import 
being Exported again will create bills for us, (which are not naw to be had) and make the Exchange in out 
favour. The Kings Cuſtoms and our Wealth will encreaſe, and the Freneb being-without trade and- 
Captures at Sea, will the ſooner be reduced to Extremiry. | 

The next Thing is our Monty : Not to alter its Fineneſs, Weight, nor Denomination, but to permit none 
that is < lip'd or Falte to pals in Payment,and the Good at no higher Value than formerly. Our Mill'd Money, 
45 now it is, is not only the Common and T rue Meaſure of our Lands, and of all our Means in the Iving- 
dom, but alto of our Foreign Commerce with Strangers ; therefore ro alter ic would bring us into Confuſion 
and Lots too : For Gold and Silver being their Product, not Ours, when we add to'its Value, 1 hey have the 
Advance of us. This encreates the Ballance againſt us, and we muſt pay it in Gold or Silver, not at our 
Valuation, but as the Exchange will allow ; which whilſt we pay our Armies and Fleet abroad, «ill not 
exceed Five Shillings our Mill'd Crown, and 7 wenty Shillings the Guinea, And if, as tome propoſe, we 
advance the one to Thirty $'47ings, and the other co Six Shillings Three Pence, in Payment, we thereby 
Add ro Spain, &Cc. 50 per Cent. in their Gold, and 25 per Cert. in their Silver, and Subſtract as much from our 
telvesin atl our Rents, in ail our Now made Contratts, and Loans, in all the Cuſtoms and Charges that 
Forreigners pay for . :oods they [mport here, and inall we buy here and fend abroad to Foreign Markets, (in 
cale chat Strangers do buy the I:ke with us) and in all that we do remit to diſcharge the Eallance upon ns. 

When Gold or Silver from abroad comes to pay their Debt to us, ir is Good ; but when to encreate 
our Nebt to them, it's an Evil ro us: For ir muſt go from us at lets Value than ic came to us We 
ſhould therefore haſten ro Extinguiſh this Ballance, or leſſen it all we can, by fafe guarding at Sea our 
Ships in Trade, and by ſending our own Product and Manufacture to Markers abroad upon equal '1 erms 
with Foreigners who buy them of us, whichcannot be done if weadd to the Value of our Voney : What 
we add they have our Manufacture, &c. cheaper than our Merchants, and then we lote our Trade too. 
The Courle of all Exchanges in Time of Peace, or when we are free and fafe in Foreign 1'rade, doch ſhew 
that generally our Min at Twenty Shillings a Guinea, and at Five Shillings the Mil'd Crown, is the beſt 
Markertin Exrope for Gold and Silver, it will then come to us, and what we now part with for Payment 
of our Armies and Fleet abroad (which by the way will be done with one Third lets if we do not advance 
our Money than if we do) will Return tous in Time of Peace, and I hope it isnot far off, if ir be, 1 am ſure, 
when ic comes it will be the betrer and more laſting with us for this War Upon the whole, to advance out 
Crown to Stx Shill:gs Three Pence can ferve no Purpoſe of ours, is needleſs, and pernicious, therefore nor 
to be done. 

Burif we donot reduce Guineas to 21 5. 6 4, or 22 5, and make our Money good to 5 5, the Mill'd 
Crown, and no more, (as formerly it did paſs in Payment,) and ſtop the Currancy of Clip*d and Falſe 
Money, and if we do not make Forreign Trade free, and fafe to all the Subjects of England, and pur it to chat 
they may ter forth in it upon equal Terms with Foreigners ; I fay if this be not done, there can be no Paying 
our Armies and Fleet abroad ; conſequently, no Army or Fleet of ours there: Then the French will toon 
ſubdue our Allies, and next us, then Slavery and Popery will be che Lot of our inkeritance for ever, and 
we with our Allies thus ruined, ſhall ſoon end this War, __ 

Object. But is not our Coin rather to be Ordered hereafter than now, and by Degrees (12 Guineas at leaf ) 

than all at once. 

Anſw. If we will go on with the War, ir muſt be done pretently. Laſt Years Delay giving them 
opportunity forit , ſome (I wiſh them branded) to diſtrels our King by makings the Payment of his * rmy 
in Flanders, if not impoilible an very difticult and coſtly, tet upon the Project ot raifing Guineas, others for 
their particular Gain did the like, and thele together advancing Guineas to 30 y. it lefe neither Sitver nor Bills 
for Payment of the Army in Flandes, and by that Means made it next ro a Viracls that our Iving did 
ſubſiſt there the laſt Campaigne. 

Every Moment we delay, our Clippers and falſe Coiners are at work, and which is worie, Gvineas at: 
30 5. and Clipt and falſe Money from abroad is poured in upon us, and fo we encreaſe our -a!lance and Lots 
by th-tedegrees,and this Delay.Now is a fit Timeto do it, when tome, confident that our 5 5. would be mace 
S -. 3d. havelaid up in Silver Bullion about 200090 /. value, thar muſt be brought ro ovr Minr, or apphed 
( Which is as well ) to pay our Armies abroad. "The Bulk of the Guineas are now with (or of Righr belong 
unto) Bankers, Goldſmiths, the /zdia and Africa Companies, Jews, Stock-jobbers, and the Victualers, 
Agents, or Under. payers of the Navy'or Armies, Perlons well provided by the (aims they have had, and 
who do now oppole the Fall of Guineas only becauſe they thall lole by it. And the doing it By degrees can- 
not help us, nor will it eate us in the leaſt. - | 

] henext Thing is the Eaſt-/ndia Trade: Which, though the moſt miſchievous of any ro us, ye: vince we 
muſt have ir, and it is become in Value near one half of rhe Foreign Trade of rhe Kingdom, i: ought to be 
made National, and ſecured that ir benort loſt ro the Durch (who by the continuance of our Now Company 
are much encreaſed in that Trade,) nor gotten from us by the Scorch Company, who Inveſted as it is in Act 
of Parliament, and having Terws, /Temburgherr, Hollander s, Engliſh, and tome of other Nations, Sublcribers 
into it, will ſoon (if not ttgely prevented | o-t chat Trade, and more Beneficial Trades from us, | _ 

| chols 


thoſe to Gr1ie% and WITS, Tra, and perhaps all Trade :; For the Grants in il.at AQ te: ecreiher, male 
thac Company as it were Univerſal \.onarch of Trade. ER. 

Now for Prevention againft the One and the Other, I do humdly offer againit Ffabliſhing Ly 459 of Parlia- 
ment the £2/:-4:4;a 7 rede 1n a Company with a ſoint-Stock Excluſive of others the Subjetis of Erotond. 
For-iuch Lftabiiſhments of } rade in Exglandare Afalum in fe, Monopolies at Common I aw, fr that they 
Give and Appropriate that to Lome onely which is the Common Right of All : And in the Inftance now before 
us, do make bur Ge Sryer for what is Exported, and but (ze Seller for what is Imported, to the Veluc 
of near Une Halt of the Foreign 1 rade of this Kingdom. 

{ris rue, New Invention and Dilcovery hath alwayes been incouraged and rewarded with Excluſive 
Crancs ; for thar in thofe Cates no other have any Right antecedent to the thing Gramted. Yer even in theſe 
Gales, ir hath been uſual with Parliaments to allow no more tnan Fourteen Years, Excluſive to others the 
SubjeCs of England, becaule they ſhould nor be Jong excluded in any (Cale. And for time out of mind, 
tae \\/1Idom of our Nation in Par/zameort hath condemned Excluſive Grants of Trade, as appears in 14074 
Co4/ta, and in many other Statures Unrepealed. = 

It may, aud moſt likely will, endanger the Peace and Being of the E7977h Monarchy, 

It is a moſt pernicious Contra-tion of Trade, for that it cannot be exrended ro Perſons ſo as to make it 
National, If the whole Trade of the Nation were Conracted as this tro Eat 1:4;2 15, i: would foon 
Nationally periſh ; for that the whole then in proportion, would ſcarce enrich One Hundred and Sixty 
Perions, and maintain very few Adventurers or ] raders. 

If the Trade be thus ſettled for Twenty One Yezrs, it will for many of hole Years Exclude from Trade 
the greater number of Merchants, and many others, as Minors; '1 hote who are not wow in Cath, and thole 
who have their 1 rades {wallowe1 up by this, 

Future Admiſſion into this Trade will be precarious, very coſtly, and may be loft, 

It will cauſe the D-1ch and Scorch ro furmount us in this Trade, Where eur 7] rade is without a Com: 
pany weout-do the /-:1ch; and where we have a Company and they none, the 7 our-do us, Therefore, 

The Dutch above all things deſire the Conrinuance of the Now Company wm £Zrgland. They by their 
Apents here in 1656, imporruned O.C. to eſtabliſh the Now Joynt-Stoct. 

It will unavoidably give being and ſupport unto Stock -Jobbing. *t he 15s of Eitares by Cheats this 
way, and by the Monopoliſts double Tax upon us of One Buyer aud One <$2.cr, wm 16 great a Trade as this 
is, will in lets than 1 wenty Years exceed T wo Millions. | 

The Propoſal in eaſe of our Lands to raile Money by luch Cramns, it accepted, willlefſenthe Value 
of our Lands, and ſoon rid us of them. 

1he kenefits to our Nation are many, if the Trade to /zdia be Free, or in a Regulated Company, 
without a Joynt-Stock. 

Ingenuity will be encouraged. New Places of Trade will be applyed to, others Diſcovered, More of 
the Sous of our Gentry may be ſent Fators. It will increate the Exportation of our Manufaciure and Pro- 
duct. Ir will enable us to furniſh Exrope with all the Commodities of thote Countries, much Cheaper 
than the D-rcl, Ir will add to our Navigation, and Augment the {Cings Cultom, Stock- Jobbing will ceaſe. 
And it will prevent taking up Money at Intereſt upon a Common Seal, which as done by our Now Coim- 
pany, is a thing very unequal and hazardous to the Subject ; and make it impoſſible todo the Evil Deeds our 
Now Company hath done(and if continued may do) here and in /24a, fully proved upon them before the 


Commons in Parliament. | 
The 1n4ia 1 rade hath been carried on better for the Nation without a Company in a Joynt-Stock than 


with one, and may be to again, | 

Forts and Caſtles in /:d:a, if we have them, cannot defend us in cafe the Durch, or Fen, or In4irns, 
be our Fnemies ; but may tempt us (as it did the Now Company) to offend them, or create a Jeatoulie in 
the 7:4i4 Princes of us, and by that means tempt cthemto offend us. 

And however Joynt-Stocks in Trade may have been uled here in the Infancy of Foreign Trade, and 
granted by Kings to a number of Subjects named, (the intention whereof was nor particular but to them 
in Truſt for the general good, and in profpect of a future opening it unto National Venetic} yer now when 
we of this Kingdom are arrived at the utmoſt degree of Experience in Commerce with all Countrie:, | 
cannot ſee any Reaſon why the Subjects ſhould lote their Right, or ſhould be clogg'd by Joynt-Stecks ro 
the great Dammage of the Nation, as | have before made evident. 

W hat I have here ſaid with re{pect to the /:4ja Trade, is applicableto che G::1nea Trade allo. 

I am Troubled for the late Lots of Six Ships coming from the E2ſt*[naies, whereof T wo were Interlopers ; 
the whole, 1 compute, did coſt them in [4:4 ] hree EJundred T houland Founds, not more. Eur | cannot 
infer thence any Reaſon for an Excluſive Grant of that Trade : For if {o, then the Interiopers wao lot. 
One Third, muſt have One Third of that Trade, Excluſive of the Now Company. And by a Parity 
of Reaſon, the Now Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Weſt-India Merchants, who during this War have {uf.ained 
greater Lols, muſt have Grants of thoſe Trades, Excluſive of all others; which if done, would make 1: 
cruel pity, and moſt unjuſt. As it had been if when L9:d0n in 1666 was burnt, we to Kebuiſd it, in con" 
paſſion to them, had Taxed the Nation to the value of all our Lands. oY 

To prevent Scol-nd being the Chief Seat of all Trade, or as ir were the Unmvertal 7./onarch in ir ; 
I think we ought to make that deſign (if we can) Abortive : And I think it will be 10 16 cats Cur Faruameri 
ſhall plea(e. | 

(1.) To Declare that the Eaſt-India Trade is and ſhall be Free to all the Subjects of Fiighand, And thai 
it ſhall be Managed in a Regulated Company (as the 7 key, or as near it as may be without a foynti-Slock. 
except a {mall One to defray the Common and Necefſary Charges of Fmbailidors, ©. And, 

{2.) That from andafter the end of the Seſſion of Parkamwr, which {hall be iy ihe Year 1697, m Cale 
it {hall appear that the E2ft-1-4ia Company in Scorland have made any prevrets wn Trace, ihat then al! 
Goods Imported from Eaſt-India, in Engliſh Ships and by Enzl!( Meu, hall Us Cuitona free. 

To induce the former | have faid enough before ; and ro enforce the latter ; lay, {not the doing it will 
not leſſen Our Kings Revenue (comparatively) One Peny : For it ir be not done, and the *cots do Proceed 
in that” Trade, cc, as it is EnzGted or tiravted rotham, we fhatl tor import any thing from Jzd1a, - 
becauſe they will have gotten all thac Trade from us, 

A Court of Merchants might be cf ute r9 us urtius Time, 

i! 1 XN D © N, ins 1695, 


